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by a display, as was feared, of military force. The Reform
Bill of Flood would have made a real change in the electorate
and the representation of Protestant Ireland; but, in con-
sonance with his well-known views, it kept the Irish Catholics
stili excluded from the state; it denied them the smallest
share of political power; it could have only been a makeshift
for a time. It was twice summarily rejected by the Irish
Parliament; and Grattan.. though a reformer, even then, on
principle, gave it, it should be observed, but a lukewarm
support, perhaps because he was fiercely opposed to Flood,
whom he had lately denounced in a ruthless philippic. There
was in fact no pressure from without at the time to compel the
Irish Parliament to reform itself; the very idea was odious to
the English Government; and the present season was by no
means opportune. From 17 8 2_J|oi7 8 Q the ma^erialjrogress
of Ireland was very marked ; an organic change irT her consti-
tution seemed out of place and reason. Her prosperity, no
doubt, was comparative only, and was interrupted by one or
two bad years; whole counties were still in a most backward
state, especially parts of Munster and Connaught; and there
was a fresh outbreak of Whiteboy outrages and many other
signs of agrarian disorder. But the correspondence of all the
Viceroys in office, and numberless speeches in the Irish
Parliament, prove that Ireland made a real advance in wealth
and resources at this period, and that, too, tried by every
possible test. Her finances were in a singularly flourishing
state; they even bore the strain of the evil times that followed.
Her agriculture developed apace; huge areas of pasture
became tillage; and if this was largely an artificial change,
the result was an immediate increase of opulence. Her linen
manufacture, too, made immense progress; the chief seat of
this industry, Ulster, became the most stirring and perhaps the
richest of the Irish provinces, notwithstanding the troubles of
a not distant past; and other manufactures grew up in Leinster